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The COVID-19 pandemic has led to
signi�cant regional population
movements in Latin America, both inside
countries and across borders. As at
November 2020, 4.6 million Venezuelan
refugees and migrants – of the total 5.4
million living outside their home country
– were hosted within the region. Many
Venezuelan refugees and migrants
working in the informal economy in
Colombia, Brazil, Ecuador, and Peru have
lost their livelihoods and face poverty,
eviction, food insecurity, and increased
protection risks. As a result, a growing
number of Venezuelans are returning to
their home country. Dependency on
humanitarian assistance has increased
among the migrants who remain in host
countries. There have also been cases
of xenophobia and stigmatisation
against Venezuelan migrants. This
prejudice is associated with the
perception that their migrant status
leads to a higher risk of spreading
COVID-19. 

As at May  2021, around 5.7  million
Venezuelans have �ed their home
country. Considering the deteriorating
political and economic situation in the
country, there is no indication that the
out�ow of Venezuelans will lessen in the
near future. The Regional Refugee and
Migrant Response Plan (RMRP) expects
the overall number of Venezuelans
�eeing the country to reach 8.1  million
by the end of 2021 

Many Venezuelans in host countries are
in urgent need of food, nutrition, health,
and WASH assistance; the exact needs
vary depending on the country.
Protection assistance – including legal
help with documentation to access
healthcare and employment – is also
needed. A signi�cant number of
Venezuelans remain in an irregular
situation caused by lack of
documentation, long waiting periods,
high application fees, and other
challenges. These populations are
experiencing limited rights and access
to services and are vulnerable to
exploitation and abuse. As the
nationwide crisis continues to unfold,
host countries struggle to respond to the
in�ux of Venezuelan migrants. The rising
number of people entering neighbouring
countries is placing a strain on basic
services – particularly in border areas. 

To respond to the in�ux of Venezuelan
migrants, the RMRP will support and
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No signi�cant recent humanitarian
developments. This crisis is being
monitored by our analysis team.
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202110/12/2020; BRA: IBGE 2019;
Reuters 11/2017; R4V Brazil
25/01/2021; COL: RMRP 2021
10/12/2020; Migracion Colombia
18/12/2020; PER: R4V 25/01/2021;
RMRP 2021; TRI: RMRP 2021
VEN:https://data.humdata.org/dataset/
venezuela-administrative-level-0-1-2-
and-3-population-statistics-and-
gazeteer;https://r4v.info/es/situations/
platform;
ECU:https://data2.unhcr.org/es/situatio
ns/platform/location/7512;
https://rmrp.r4v.info/; BRA:
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-
venezuela-crisis-brazil/venezuelan-
migrants-pose-humanitarian-problem-
in-brazil-idUSKBN1E51KV;
https://www.ibge.gov.br/cidades-e-
estados/rr/boa-vista.html;
https://r4v.info/en/situations/platform/
location/7509; COL: https://rm  
https://www.acaps.org/country/venezu
ela/crisis/venezuela-regional-crisis

2. R4V 30/11/2020
https://r4v.info/es/situations/platform  
https://www.acaps.org/country/venezu
ela/crisis/venezuela-regional-crisis

3. VEN: ENCOVI 2020; OCHA 05/2018;
R4V 05/01/2021; ECU: R4V Ecuador
31/12/2020; RMRP 2021; BRA: R4V
31/10/2020; COL: RMRP 2021; R4V
Colombia 01/2021; Migracion
Colombia 18/12/2020; PER: Regional
Response Plan 2021; TRI: T&T RMRP
2021 VEN: https://assets.website-
�les.com/5d14c6a5c4ad42a4e794d0f
7/5f03875cac6fc11b6d67a8a5_Presen
taci%C3%B3n%20%20ENCOVI%202019
-Pobreza_compressed.pdf;
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/vene
zuela-administrative-level-0-1-2-and-3-
population-statistics-and-gazeteer;
https://r4v.info/es/situations/platform;
ECU:
https://data2.unhcr.org/es/situations/p
latform/location/7512; COL:
https://r4v.info/es/documents/details/
82927;
https://r4v.info/en/situations/platform/
location/10044;
https://www.migracioncolombia.gov.co
/  
https://www.acaps.org/country/venezu
ela/crisis/venezuela-regional-crisis

Approximately 40% of Venezuelan
refugees and migrants in Latin American
countries were evicted during the
pandemic. As at February 2021, an
additional 38% of Venezuelan migrants
were at risk of losing their homes. In
some countries, the percentage of
evicted Venezuelan migrants and
refugees was as high as 59% (Brazil) or
69.5% (Colombia). An estimated 11% of
evicted households in the region have
ended in homelessness, increasing the
risk of COVID-19 transmission.

NOTES

1. R4V 10/12/2020
https://r4v.info/es/documents/details
/82927 Wilson Center 12/2020
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.in
t/�les/resources/Venezuelan%20Migr
ants%20Under%20COVID19_Managin
g%20South%20America%E2%80%99s
%20Pandemic%20Amid%20a%20Migr
ation%20Crisis.pdf

2. UN new 17/02/2021
https://news.un.org/es/story/2021/02
/1488212#:~:text=M%C3%A1s%20de
%201%2C75%20millones,viv%C3%AD
an%20en%20Colombia%20en%20202
0.&text=la%20misma%20suerte.-,Cerc
a%20del%2040%25%20de%20los%20
venezolanos%20refugiados%20y%20
migrantes%20han,realizado%20por%2
0varias%20agencias%20internacional
es. OCHA Flash Update 30/05/2020
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.in
t/�les/resources/LAC%20COVID%20F
lash%20Update%2030%20May.pdf
Migración Colombia 28/05/2020
https://www.migracioncolombia.gov.c
o/noticias/1-informacion-general/27-
o�cinas/131-comunicaciones/132-
sala-de-prensa/133-noticias/247-
comunicados-2020/mayo-
2020/numero-de-venezolanos-
radicados-en-colombia-desciende-por-
primera-vez-en-5-anos UNCHR
29/05/2020
https://www.unhcr.org/news/brie�ng/
2020/5/5ed0c3c84/southern-
hemisphere-winter-intensi�es-
hardship-displaced-venezuelans.html
R4V 02/2020
https://r4v.info/es/documents/details
/86632

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS AND
LEGAL STATUS OF
VENEZUELANS
21/09/2021

UPDATE FROM THE OCTOBER
2020 GLOBAL RISK ANALYSIS
27/05/2021

complement national authorities in Latin
America and the Caribbean. 

Notes

1. R4V 2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/rmr
p-2021-plan-regional-de-respuesta-
para-refugiados-y-migrantes-enero-
diciembre-2021
https://r4v.info/es/situations/platfor
m

2. IFRC 29/05/2019
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.in
t/�les/resources/MDR42004rEPoA_0.
pdf

3. RMRP 2020 (12/11/2019)
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.in
t/�les/resources/72254.pdf
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BRAZIL: On 23 June 2021, the Brazilian
Government approved Ordinance 655,
introducing changes to the entry
conditions for Venezuelans affected by
the humanitarian crisis in their country.
With this ordinance, free transit is
allowed between Venezuela and Brazil,
as well as the entry into Brazil of
Venezuelan citizens and their
subsequent regularisation (taking into
account health restrictions related to
COVID-19). Ordinance 655 also allows
for a process of regularisation for all
Venezuelan nationals who have entered
Brazil irregularly between March–June
2021.  On 17 August, the Federal Police
extended until 15 March 2022 the
deadline to complete the regularisation
process for those who failed to enter the
country before 16 March 2020.

ECUADOR:  Since 26 August 2019,
Venezuelan citizens require a visa to
enter Ecuador. This requirement is a
barrier to entry because many
Venezuelans do not have a valid
passport and cannot initiate the visa
process. The cost is also very high, with
the price depending on the type of visa
(work, tourism, UNASUR, or study,
among others). The most affordable
process costs USD 250. On 13 August
2020, the Government of Ecuador
announced the end of the ‘temporary
residence visa for humanitarian reasons’
for Venezuelan migrants and refugees
already in Ecuador. Ecuadorian
consulates in Bogotá (Colombia),
Caracas (Venezuela), and Lima (Peru)
are still authorised to process visa
requests under this category.
Venezuelans residing in Ecuador who
have not regularised their situations may
be subject to a �ne of USD 800 (the
equivalent of two minimum wages).  On
17 June 2021, the President of Ecuador
announced a new regularisation process
that involves allowing Venezuelan
citizens in Ecuador to legalise their
migration status and work freely in the
country.  As at the end of August, this
process had not begun; on the contrary,
a regulation that could lead to arbitrary
deportations is awaiting presidential
approval .

PERU: Since 15 June 2019, Venezuelan
nationals require a humanitarian visa
and a passport (not necessarily valid) to
enter Peru; they are no longer allowed
entry with only Venezuelan identi�cation
documents. Since 30 August 2021, the
Peruvian migration authorities have
made the procedure for the temporary
permit to stay application more �exible.
This new measure makes it possible
again to regularise a person’s migration

The reactivation of Colombia’s
economic activity leads to a large in�ux
of Venezuelan refugees and migrants,
who will face increased livelihood and
protection needs aggravated by a rise in
xenophobia

The risk for Colombia and Venezuela
identi�ed in the previous ACAPS Global
Risk Analysis has materialised and
presented a moderate effect. On 1
September 2020, Colombia lifted most
of the COVID-19-related restrictions that
were affecting the economy. As a result,
many Venezuelan refugees and migrants
decided to return or migrate for the �rst
time to Colombia, despite the border
remaining closed until at least 1 June
2021   As at 31 December 2020, an
estimated 967,000 Venezuelan refugees
and migrants – of the total 1.7 million
Venezuelan migrants in Colombia –
were living in the country without regular
status.

The pandemic has caused the economic
resources of many Colombian
households to decrease, leading to
increased competition over resources
between members of host communities
and Venezuelans. This competition has
contributed to the recent rise in
xenophobia  Host community members
have shown their discontent at the
increased presence of Venezuelan
refugees and migrants through protests,
physical and psychological violence,
hate speech, and
discrimination   Comments on social
media re�ect polarisation and
deteriorating perceptions regarding
Venezuelans in Colombia.

The closed borders and lack of
documentation have increased the
number of Venezuelans in Colombia.
Many of these migrants have an irregular
status and no access to basic services,
leading to increased protection
concerns. On 8 February 2021,
Colombian President Iván Duque
presented the Temporary Protection
Statute for Venezuelan Migrants. This
Statute will support the regularisation of
around one million Venezuelan refugees
and migrants who can prove they were in
Colombia before 31 January 2021. This
effort will facilitate access to healthcare
and legal employment opportunities for
Venezuelans in Colombia

Read the October 2020 Risk
Analysis here (https://www.acaps.or
g/sites/acaps/�les/products/�le
s/acaps_global_risk_report_octob
er_2020.pdf).
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status only with the identity document,
regardless of whether it has expired.

COLOMBIA:  On 8 February 2021,
Colombian President Iván Duque
Márquez issued a temporary protection
statute for Venezuelan migrants. This
statute will support the regularisation of
around one million Venezuelan refugees
and migrants living in Colombia. This
effort bene�ts Venezuelans with entry
and stay permits, asylum seekers,
holders of the ‘SC-2 laissez-passer’
document who are in the process of
obtaining a visa from  the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, and migrants in irregular
situations who can prove that they were
in Colombia before 31 January
2021.  Other Venezuelans will require a
valid passport to obtain an entry and
stay permit. The statute will facilitate
access to healthcare and legal
employment opportunities for
Venezuelan migrants and refugees. It
will also allow Venezuelan migrants in
Colombia to transition from a temporary
protection regime to an ordinary
migration procedure, giving them ten
years to acquire a resident visa 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO: On 9 April
2021, a one-month registration period
for irregular migrants in Trinidad and
Tobago ended. Several thousands of
Venezuelans were unable to register, as
the process was only available to
migrants who had registered during the
migrant registration process in 2019.
Since 17 June 2019, Venezuelan
nationals require a visa to enter Trinidad
and Tobago. This requirement is a
barrier to entry because visa
applications are expensive and require
documents that many Venezuelans do
not have. This may lead migrants to
seek unsafe, informal routes into the
country. 

NOTES

1. R4V 01/09/2021
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.in
t/�les/resources/SitRep%2520June%
25202021%2520Brazil.pdf
Government of Brazil 24/06/2021
https://in.gov.br/en/web/dou/-/portari
a-n-655-de-23-de-junho-de-2021-
327674155 El Diario 26/08/2021
https://eldiario.com/2021/08/26/bras
il-extiende-el-plazo-para-la-
regularizacion-de-venezolanos/

2. Venezuela Migrante 10/01/2021
https://venezuelamigrante.com/utiles
/visa-para-venezolanos-ecuador-que-
opciones-hay/ Ministry of Government
of Ecuador 2021
https://www.ministeriodegobierno.go

NOTES

1. Infobae 01/03/2021
https://www.infobae.com/america/co
lombia/2021/01/07/veneco-fue-
tendencia-en-redes-y-dejo-al-
descubierto-la-xenofobia-de-algunos-
colombianos/

2. Migración Colombia accessed
12/02/2021
https://www.migracioncolombia.gov.c
o/infogra�as/distribucion-
venezolanos-en-colombia-corte-a-31-
de-diciembre

3. Infobae 07/01/2021
https://www.infobae.com/america/co
lombia/2021/01/07/veneco-fue-
tendencia-en-redes-y-dejo-al-
descubierto-la-xenofobia-de-algunos-
colombianos/

4. Clamor, UNHCR 11/2020
https://www.acnur.org/5fad5e624

5. El Derecho a No Obedecer 09/2020
https://issuu.com/elderechoanoobed
ecer/docs/informe_20de_20septiemb
re-_20bdx_20_2__20_1_

�. El Tiempo 08/02/2021
https://www.eltiempo.com/politica/g
obierno/gobierno-duque-anuncia-que-
regularizara-a-migrantes-venezolanos-
en-colombia-565508 El Espectador
08/02/2021
https://www.elespectador.com/notici
as/el-mundo/duque-introduce-el-
estatuto-temporal-de-proteccion-para-
migrantes-venezolanos/
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humanitaria-para-ciudadanos-
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5. Cancillería de Colombia 12/05/2021
https://www.cancilleria.gov.co/estatut
o-temporal-proteccion-migrantes-
venezolanos Migración Colombia
accessed 21/09/2021
https://www.migracioncolombia.gov.c
o/component/k2/tag/Estatuto
Temporal de Protecci%C3%B3n
Migración Colombia accessed
21/09/2021
https://www.migracioncolombia.gov.c
o/venezuela/pasaportes/requisitos-
pasaportes

�. The New Humanitarian 28/04/2021
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